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Introduction

Bango Wind Farm Pty Ltd is planning to construct a wind farm near Boorowa, NSW. The proposed
project will consist of up to 75 wind turbine generators and produce clean energy for approximately
90,000 homes.

The project has been determined to be a Edvirommentr ol | ed a
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The controlling provisions under the

EPBC Act are 6listed threatSerraead onpe cdiBesanalnd 8cAg mrauwmmi til
speciesbd (sections 20 and 20A).

The Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Energy has advised the project will be
assessed by preliminary documentation entitled Proposed Development of Bango Wind Farm,
Southern Tablelands, New South Wales, Preliminary Documentation, March 2018 (EPBC Ref:
2013/6810), found in the accompanying document. This preliminary documentation describes the
impact and proposed mitigation measures for threatened species and communities and listed
migratory species. The original referral can be found as Appendix 1 of the Preliminary Documentation.

The Preliminary Documentation was exhibited for public comment from 26" April until 10" May 2018,
and 13 public submissions were received. The following document outlines those submissions and
explains where the relevant issues raised have been addressed within the Preliminary
Documentation. Where issues have been raised that are outside the scope of the Preliminary
Documentation, a description of where they have been considered via other processes is provided.

On the 1st of May 2018, the NSW Government granted development approval for 71 of the 75 Bango
Wind Farm turbines. Details can be found on the NSW Department of Planning and Environment
Major projects website.

This Response to Submissions is a supplementary document to accompany the Preliminary
Documentation. For information, the Preliminary Documentation will be re-exhibited along with this
Response to Submissions for the period from Thursday 24 " May i Thursday 7 " June 2018. A
determination will subsequently be made by the Department of Energy and the Environment on the
project approval status.


http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/

Public Submissions Received

TheBango Wind FarmrBliminaryDocumentation(BWF PD)escribngthe impact andproposed
mitigation measures for threatened species amthmunities and listed migratory specjegason
displayfor public comment from Thursday 26th April to Thursdayl My 2018 During the

exhibition period, he following submissions were received:

cCWpR

ID Date From Suburb Relevant Concerns Comment/Reference
PSO01| 28/04/18 | J. Wardell Berowra None Letter of support
PS02| 01/05/18 | M. Allen Baulkham Hills) None NA
PSO03| 03/05/18 | M. Allen Baulkham Hills| None NA
PS04 08/05/18 | M. Allen Baulkham Hills) None NA
PSO05| 08/05/18 | A. Renwood Yass Superb Parrot Superb Parrat
PSO06| 08/05/18 | | & K Renwood | Yass Superb Parrot OEH Letter to IPCN
PSO07| 08/05/18 | N. Renwood Yass Superb Parrot Superb Parroand Grey
Headed Flying Foxes
PSO08| 09/05/18 | D & U Aroney | Laverstock Superb Parrot Superb ParrqtOEH Letter
to IPCNand Swift Parrot
PS09| 10/05/18 | S. Hemsley Boorowa Superb ParrgtGolden | Superb ParrgtGSM Offsets
Sun Mothand Box and OEH Letter to IPCN
Gum Woodland
PS10| 10/05/18 | V. Smith Yass Superb Parrot Superb Parroand OEH
Letter to IPCN
PS11| 10/05/18 | R& A Laverstock Superb Parrot Superb ParrqtOEH Letter
Winterflood to IPCNand Swift Parrot
PS12| 11/05/18 | D & U Aroney | Laverstock Other matters
PS13| 09/05/18 | M. Allen Baulkham Hills) None NA
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Superb Parrot

The isks imposed to th&uperb Parroby the Bango Wind Farirave been addressed in detail in
the ReliminaryDocumentation

Pages 58 tG3of the reportoutline in detail thestudies done tadentify Superb Parrots and their
habitatacross the project site.

In summarythese extensive studiegvealed

1 No superb parrots were observed flying at the rotor swept area (RSA) héBgde BWF PD
pp58-60, pp8384 and Annex A, Table A.1)

91 All proposed wind turbine locations aa an altitude of 620m ASL or above, which is above
the optimal altitudinal range 350 to 550m ASLof the Superb Parro(See BWF PD page 61
andfigures 3.31 and 3.32)

f The vast majority obbservedSuperb Parrot@i A A G& ¢l & Ay GKS [Fy3Qa
was subsequently removed from the development lay¢8ee BWF PD figure 3.26)

PS09 includes commentary arouretgon 4.1.3.1of the BWF PDwhichstates that there are eight
primary hollowbearing trees thamust be removed. Compared to the primary hollows within 500m
of the project, this does represent about 1086the hollows within 500m of the projecHowever,

the area within 500m of the project &bitrary, andsmall compared to theistributionarea ofthe
Superb Parrot.

Followingthe sameogic the area within 500m of the projetihat contains 81 primary hollowis
approximately5,500ha. If primaryhollows are dispersetktlativelyconsistenly across the
~40,000,00ha Superb Parrotlistribution area(as found on the OEH websiteferenced in PSQ8
there would be approximatelg90,000hollows available, so the removal of 8 of these represents
around0.001 %of the total hollows available.

Golden Sun Moth

The risks imposed to the Golden Sun Mbththe Bango Wind Farm have been addressed in detail in
the Preliminary Documentation.

Pages 51 to 57 of the report outline in detail the studies done to identify the Golden Sun Moth and
its habitatacross the project site.

In summary, these extensive slies revealed:

1 Grassland environments providing wide ranging habitat utility to the Golden Sun Moth from
unsuitable grasslands to known and optimal grassland habiiaée page 52 of the PD)

1 Surveys counted 104 individual sightings in the surveyed. &ee page 51 of the PD)

9 Estimated impact to habitat would be removal3#54ha of known and potential habitat
but noteworthy is that the proposed footprint does not remove whole areas of habitat,
rather amounts to a relatively narrow access traatough a grassland of substantially
greater area than that removedSee page 51 of the PD and figures &, 8720)

PS0%eferencesa cumulative impact of 100ha to Golden Sun Moth habitat by the Bango Wind Farm
and the Rye Park Wind Farm, two projectsaaped by 20km. The relative significance of that
clearing is likely low, given that (as presented on page 52 of the PD) the modelled native grassland
extent within 10km of the Bango Wind Farm is nearly 31,000ha. The amount of native grasslands
beyond thatlOkm area has not been analysed, nor the area of native grasslands surrounding the

3
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footprint of the Rye Park Wind Farm, because the relative amount of Golden Sun Moth habitat
clearingcaused by the Bango Wind Fawithin an area of 500m and of 10km of tBango Wind
Farm footprint is extremely small (1.59% ah@01% respectivelySee page 83 and 5152 of the
PD)

The Golden Sun Moth faces has a very high conservation status of Critically Endangéechuse

of observed population declines or probbyi of extinction in the wild (no evidence supports those
points (TSSC 2002)), rathmycause its geographic distribution has suffered significant decline from
G+ IANR Odzt (i dzZNB | ovdt mukdNdgd its yrigiBaEdistribGtioi 20y¢ { £)./Thatisthe H
native natural grasslands on which the species relies have been substantially modified since
European arrival in Australia. It is also significant to note that the grassland habitats the species
relies upon are generally not well represented in theservation reserve network (DoEE 28)18

thus remaining habitat is in private ownership and susceptible to land management decisions of
those private landholders regarding grassland management.

The relative impactef the Bango Wind Farmo the Golden SuMoth are not large when considered
in a local or regional setting (500m or 10km buffers around the Bango Wind Farm foouptint)
substantial areas of habitat likely to remain adjacent to the footpfitttwithstanding,
Commaonwealth policy will apply reghing offsets, which are discussed below and inBWéFPD

(See section 6)

Offsets

Section 6 of th&8WFPDexplainsthat offsets are required under the EPBC Act only where residual
impacts after EPA Act offsets are appliede ¢significang. It islikely thatthere will be no residual
significant impactef the Bango Wind Farte MNESapartfrom the GSM

Alsounder section 6 of the BWF PD is a description of the process for quantifying and obtaining
these additional GSM offsets. The actual project impact will not be known until the final wind farm
layout is determined, however it is known that the impact taVE@&abitat will not exceed 39.54 ha.

As an asidehie LINR 2 @f€2iiobligationrequired for NSW development conséatsignificant, and
is clearly outlined in the Consent Conditiqgf@undat:
http://ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2018/02/bangand-
farm/determination/bangewind-farm--developmentconsent.pdF.

These obligationsnsure that the status of Superb Parrot habitat will improve once the wind farm is
built and offset obligations are mgtherefore meeting the objectives of the DEE National Recovery
Plan for the Superb Parrot.

1 Synemon planéGolden Sun Moth) Advice to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage from
the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) on Amendments to the list of Threatened
Species under thEnvironment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (BEC Act)
Threatened Species Scientific Committee. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/node/16501

2 Department of the Environment (2018). Synemon plana in Species Profile and Threats ®atabas
Department of the Environment, Canberra. Available frottp://www.environment.gov.au/cgi
bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon id=25234

4



http://ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2018/02/bango-wind-farm/determination/bango-wind-farm--development-consent.pdf
http://ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2018/02/bango-wind-farm/determination/bango-wind-farm--development-consent.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/node/16501
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=25234
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=25234
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OEH Letter to IPCN

A letter was sent to théndependent Planning Commission NSW (IPCN) by the Office of Environment
and Heritage, Soutkast Regional Office. Both the Proponent and the NSW Department of Planning
and Environment responded to that letter, and following these exchanges, project sgprag

granted.

The letter from OEH and the subsequent responsedudedasAnnexure Acanalsobe found at
http://ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2018/02/lngowind-farm.

Other Matters

A number of the submissions, bB612n particular,raiseissueghat are not directly related to
MNES, andhat have been identified, investigated and addressed through the NSW Government
Approval processThese are

Commurity consultation

CWP Renewables company ownership

Project justification

Wind comparedo other renewable energy sources
Visual impacts

Noise impacts

Cumulative impacts of wind farms in the area

=A =4 =4 =8 -4 -4 -9

The table below indicates where these issues have lisrussed, and subsequently accepted,
through the NSW government approvals process.

Concern Where addressed

Community consultation Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Chapt
6, Appendices 5, 6 and 7, and
Response to Submissions (RtS) Ch 3.6 and 4

CWP Renewables company ownership EIS Ch.,2ndependent Planning Commission
NSW

Project justification EIS Ch. 4, RtS Ch. 4.4

Wind compared to other renewable energy | EIS Ch. 4, RtS Ch. 4.4

sources

Visual impacts EIS Ch. 8, RtS Ch. 4.8

Noise impacts EIS C®, and
RtS Ch3.9 &4.9

Cumulative impacts of wind farms in the areal Considered throughout tHels



http://ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2018/02/bango-wind-farm
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Grey Headed Flying Foxes

Although the Gresheaded Flying Fox appeain the EPBC Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST)
the area, the BioNettas report shows no siting of the Gragaded Flying Fox within 3@n of the
proposed wind farm sit¢excerpt and weblink below)

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/atlaspublicapp/ui_modules/atlas /atlassearch.aspx

. 7
qu\ bf@ig
1 F—_\/
NSW g'}_}’é’;?{;’gg"t gateway fo NSW biodiversity informafion

You are here: Home > Species sightings search results

2 Search results

Which species or group?

All entities Animals Plants Fungi Communities Threats Endangered ®) Search for a species or group of species
populations (e.g. birds)

Search for term

|Enter at least 3 letters and click Go Dco
Term selected: Grey-headed Flying-fox Common Name; Pteropus poliocephalus

No records found
Search criteria: Public Repon of all Valid Records ofGrey-headed Flying-fox (Species: Pleropus po\\ocepha\us) in selected area [Nonh‘ -34.26 West: 148.39 East: 149.39 South:

-34.97] returned 0 records for 0 species
Report generated on 11/05/2018 11:23 AM.

Additionally, this speciesas not sited durindield surveys for theBango Wind FarrBalS(See Annex
C of Appendix 12, the Ecological Assessment

For these reasons, thereyheaded Flying Fox was not considered in the BWF PD, and the species is
unlikely to be affected by the wind farm.

Swift Parrot

Appendix 1 of the BWF PD, the original Referral and Decision, identified the Swift Parrot as having
potential to occur in tle project area (p27 of 56), but the species has not been recorded in the study
area, in the study locality or identified in field surveys (p29 of 56).

Further, the BioNet Atlas report shows no siting of the Swift Parrot withikni@f the wind farm
site.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/atlaspublicapp/ui_modules/atlas /atlassearch.aspx



http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/atlaspublicapp/ui_modules/atlas_/atlassearch.aspx
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/atlaspublicapp/ui_modules/atlas_/atlassearch.aspx
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Environment %

& Heritage gateway fo NSW biodiversity information

NeW

You are here: Home > Species sightings search results

© Search results

Which species or group?

() Allentiies ) Animals () Plants () Fungi () Communities 0 Threats

() Endangered (® Search for a species or group of species
populations (e.g. birds)
Search for term
Enter at least 3 letters and click Go | Doco
Term selected:  Swift Parrot Common Name; Lathamus discolor

No records found

Search criteria: Public Report of all Valid Records of Swift Parrot (Species: Lathamus discolor) in selected area [North: -34.40 West: 148.64 East: 149.04 South: -34.86] returned 0
records for 0 species.
Report generated on 11/05/2018 2:35 P

Therefore,it was not considered further in the BWF PD.

OverallResponse to Public Submissions

After a thorough investigation of all public submissions received, it appears that all concerns raised

that are relevant to the EPBC Approval have already been considered throughout the development
process and addressedthin the Preliminary Dcumertation.



Public Submissions

ID ‘ From ‘ Suburb Page
PSO1 J. Wardell Berowra 7
PS02 M. Allen Baulkham Hills | 9
PS03 M. Allen Baulkham Hills | 10
PS04 M. Allen Baulkham Hills | 11
PS05 A. Renwood Yass 12
PS06 | & K Renwood Yass 13
PS07 N. Renwood Yass 14
PSO08 D & U Aroney Laverstock 15
PS09 S. Hemsley Boorowa 18
PS10 V. Smith Yass 20
PS11 R & A Winterflood | Laverstock 21
PS12 D & U Aroney Laverstock 22
PS13 M. Allen Baulkham Hills | 34




Dlifici‘- Action
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